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that glassy sand which is superfluous, and is
once removed out of the place, becomes com-
mon sand again. And this is the nature of the
place we are now speaking of." *
We saw nothing that could even warrant a
conjecture of its being the monument to Mem-
non spoken of by Josephus, nor could we learn
any thing explanatory of the singular properties
of the round and hollow pit which he describes
as giving to the sand of the river all its virtues.
Tradition does not even preserve a faint remem-
brance, either of the tale of Hercules wounded
and wandering along its banks, or of the Phoe-
nician mariners preparing their food by its
stream.
It. was eleven o'clock before we quitted the
sand and came on a soil of earth, when we
passed over a paved causeway raised above a low
spot on the plain, and continued our course to
the southward and eastward. This road led us,
by a gentle ascent, into a beautifully fertile ex-
panse of land, now lying waste, and covered
with thistles, but having an abundance of olive-
trees scattered over its surface.
Still gradually ascending, and passing, at in-
tervals, round some stoney eminences that broke
* Josephus, Wars of the Jews, b. ii. c. 10. s. 10. Cluverius,
l.v. c. 21. Notec7(g)p. 730. 4to.